Expedition Journals – Befriending the Indians

August 03, 1804
Patrick Gass 

Captain Lewis and Captain Clarke held a council with the Indians, who appeared well pleased with the change of government, and what had been done for them.

August 03, 1804
John Ordway 

This morning the two Captains held a Counsel With the Zottous Indians & made 6 Chiefs under the american government, they all Recd their medel & other presents With Great kindness & thankfulness they all appeared to be Glad that they had Got freed from all other powers &. C. they made some verry sensable Speeches Smoked and drank with us. Shook hands and parted. Jo Barter the man who went for those Indians Set out from their camp a day before them & has not returned. 

August 03, 1804
Joseph Whitehouse 

Captn. Lewis Brought them to a treaty after the hour of 9 Oclock there was Six of the Zottoe Cheifs & Six of the Missueriees; he gave 3 of the head chiefs a Meaddle Each; and the Other three Commissions in the Name of the president of the U.S. the[y] was well content With what the[y] Recd. the Officer Commanding Gave Each of the privates Some Small presents which made them all on an Eaqual Satisfactory Atonement for their Visit. the[y] was well Content in the presence of their two fathers, which was M. Lewis & Wm. Clark do. when the Articles was Opend Out the[y[ Said as long as the french had traded with [them] the[y] Never Gave them as much as a Knife for Nothing.
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