DBQ Planning Organizer

Name:____________________

This organizer was designed for students who are new to the DBQ process and provides detailed guidance for writing introductions and conclusions.  Less detailed organizers can be found online for use by more experienced students.
Introduction 
How can I grab the readers’ attention/write an interesting lead? (Consider leading with a shocking statement, a statistic, a thought-provoking question, or an interesting scenario related to the topic.)

What background information do I need to include for a general audience to understand the topic?

What key terms need to be defined?

Term 1: 

Definition:

Term 2:

Definition:

What is the DBQ question?
What is my thesis statement and roadmap?


(Thesis or general position)
Body Paragraph 1
Baby thesis introducing the first point of the roadmap:

Evidence and documentation:


Evidence:


Document:


Evidence:


Document:


Evidence:


Document:

Argument linking the evidence to the thesis:

Body Paragraph 2

Baby thesis introducing the first point of the roadmap:

Evidence and documentation:


Evidence:


Document:


Evidence:


Document:


Evidence:


Document:

Argument linking the evidence to the thesis:

Body Paragraph 3

Baby thesis introducing the first point of the roadmap:

Evidence and documentation:


Evidence:


Document:


Evidence:


Document:


Evidence:


Document:

Argument linking the evidence to the thesis:

Conclusion
Restatement of thesis and roadmap:
Connection to modern life? (Why is this important today?)

Acknowledging & Refuting Counter-arguments
What do you think the most common argument against your position would be?

How would someone arguing against you support that?

Why do you think they are wrong?

 Now, where does this fit best in your essay?  At the beginning of one of the body paragraphs?  In the conclusion?  Be sure to include a statement (or a paragraph) acknowledging and refuting this counter-argument where it makes the most sense.

(Roadmap – 3 important points that you will structure your essay around)
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