Expedition Journals – Trial of Reed for Desertion

August 18, 1804
William Clark 

... trial of Reed, ... requested we would be as favourable with him as we Could consistantly with our Oathes -- which we were and only Sentenced him to run the Gantlet four times through the Party & that each man with 9 Swichies Should punish him and for him not to be considered in future as one of the Party. The three principal Chiefs petitioned for Pardin for this man after we explained the injurey such men could doe them by false representations, & explan'g the Customs of our Countrey they were all Satisfied with the propriety of the Sentence & was Witness to the punishment. ... Cap L. Birth day the evening was closed with an extra gill of whiskey and a Dance until 11 oClock.

August 18, 1804
Joseph Whitehouse 

(Reeds punishment: ) 

[we] proceeded to the trial of Reed, he confessed that he 'Deserted & stold a public Rifle Shot-pouch Powder & Ball' and requested we would be as favourable with him as we Could consistantly with our Oathes--which we were and only Sentenced him to run the Gantlet four times through the Party & that each man with 9 Swichies Should punish him and for him not to be considered in future as one of the Party. The three principal Chiefs petitioned for Pardin for this man after we explained the injurey such men could doe them by false representations, & explan'g the Customs of our Countrey they were all Satisfied with the propriety of the Sentence & was Witness to the punishment.
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