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	"Our people have for too long put on beads and feathers and danced for the white man. Yes, we'll show how our ancestors lived when Lewis and Clark came up the trail. But then we must say what happened to them since. I'm tired of playing Indian and not getting to be an Indian." 
· Ronald McNeil, a great-great-great grandson of Chief Sitting Bull
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For more than a century, the history of Lewis and Clark's encounters with the 58 tribes along the trail has been defined by the white men's journals….Today Indians are looking to their own oral histories, as well as reading between the lines of the journals, to re-interpret what happened. Says Ben Sherman, president of the Western American Indian Chamber in Denver: "The upcoming events portray Clark as the benevolent protector of Indians — that's propagandist baloney." The tragic aftermath: as Governor of the Missouri Territory and Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Clark presided over President Thomas Jefferson's land-grab policy, which some historians characterize as a direct cause of "cultural genocide" and "ethnic cleansing." 
Today's Blackfeet want no one to forget that two of their warriors were killed in a skirmish sparked by Lewis' talk of selling arms to rival tribes….Diplomatic blunders also fueled a confrontation with the Teton Sioux, gatekeepers of the Missouri, whom Clark later called "the vilest miscreants of the savage race." 

Jefferson had told Lewis to inform "those through whose country you will pass" that "henceforth we become their fathers and friends, and that we shall endeavor that they shall have no cause to lament the change." Whites brought diseases that killed as many as 90% of some tribes' members….Today a third of Native Americans live below the poverty line and half are unemployed.
"We want our children to be proud they are descendants of chiefs," says Sitting Bull kinsman McNeil. "So when they play cowboys and Indians, they'll all want to be Indians."


"We're not celebrating Lewis and Clark," says Tex Hall, president of the American Congress of Indians…. "It's an opportunity for us to tell our story." And to revive cultures that are slipping away. In Oregon, the Umatilla tribe, whose members told Clark they thought the explorers were "supernatural and came down from the clouds," wants funds for a language-immersion program, as only a handful of tribe members still speak their native language fluently. And the tribe wants to publish an atlas of its Columbia River homeland with more than 1,000 native place names, long extinct. 








LaDonna Bravebull, a Standing Rock tour guide, touts her ancestors' viewpoint as, 


"We're not taking your trinkets and your great white father.              I don't think so!"





Chief Sitting Bull
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Excerpted from “Tribal Culture Clash” by Margot Roosevelt; Time Magazine online. Posted Sunday, June 30, 2002; Retrieved on April 11, 2010 from http://www.time.com/time/2002/lewis_clark/ltribal.html


